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his blood; the so famous Gladiator, and the Hermaph-
rodite upon a quilt of stone. The new piece of Daphne,
and David, of Cavaliero Bernini, is observable for the
pure whiteness of the stone, and the art of the statuary
plainly stupendous. There is a multitude of rare pictures
of infinite value, by the best masters; huge tables of
porphyry, and two exquisitely wrought vases of the
same. In another chamber, are divers sorts of instru-
ments of music: among other toys thai of a satyr, which
so artificially expressed a human voice, with the motion
of eyes and head, that it might easily afright one who
was not prepared for that most extravagant sight. They
showed us also a chair that catches fast any one who
sits down in it, so as not to be able to stir out, by cer-
tain springs concealed in the arms and back thereof,
which at sitting down surprises a man on the sudden,
locking him in by the arms and thighs, after a true
treacherous Italian guise. The perspective is also con-
siderable, composed by the position of looking-glasses,
which render a strange multiplication of things resembling
divers most richly furnished rooms. Here stands a rare
clock of German work; in a word, nothing but what is
magnificent is to be seen in this Paradise.

The next day, I went to the Vatican, where, in the
morning, I saw the ceremony of Pamfilio, the Pope's
nephew, receiving a Cardinal's hat; this was the first
time I had seen his Holiness in pontificalibus. After the
Cardinals and Princes had met in the consistory, the
ceremony was in the Pope's chapel, where he was at the
altar invested with most pompous rites.

i pth November, 1644. I visited St. Peter's, that most
stupendous and incomparable Basilica, far surpassing any
now extant in the world, and perhaps, Solomon's Temple
excepted, any that was ever built. The largeness of the
piazza before the portico is worth observing, because it
affords a noble prospect of the church, not crowded up,
as for the most part is the case in other places where
great churches are erected. In this is a fountain, out of
which gushes a river rather than a stream which, ascend-
ing a good height, breaks upon a round emboss of marble
into millions of pearls that fall into the subjacent basins
with great noise; I esteem this one of the goodliest foun-
tains I ever saw.leeding
